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Learning Objectives

1. Describe overview of Clinical Skills for 2022-23

2. Explain your role and expectation as a clinical skills tutor

3. Identify teaching strategies to deal with common 
teaching challenges experienced by a clinical skills tutor

4. Learn feedback tips and practice feedback
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The Structure



Courses

3

YEAR 1

YEAR 2



Components



Themes



ICE - Integrated Clinical Experience

• The setting in which students will learn clinical skills 
in the Foundations Curriculum, in addition to their 
participation in other clinical and community based 
educational activities 
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ICE 
(Integrated Clinical Experience)

Medical 
Psychiatry

(MP)

Family 
Medicine 

Longitudinal 
Experience 

(FMLE)

Clinical 
Skills

(CS1, CS2)

Health in the 
Community

Enriching 
Educational  
Experience 

(EEE)

Formerly ASCM 1 and ASCM 2
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YEAR 1
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Foundations Curriculum

Sample timetable – year one 



Pandemic Considerations

• 2020-21 and 2021-22 had substantial VIRTUAL 
content/sessions

• 2022-23 plan to return to IN-PERSON sessions

– Very few exceptions 

– Some content better delivered virtually

– Virtual care curriculum



• Clinical skills teaching sessions occur weekly 
on Friday mornings over 4 hours

• 8am-12 noon 

• Academy based, groups of 6 students

• Tutors will be teaching basic clinical and 
communication skills to students

Clinical Skills 1
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• Mid-year formative feedback (no more exam)

• Final OSCE

• 4 case reports

• 2 Clinical Encounter cards
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CS1 - ASSESSMENTS



YEAR 2
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Foundations Curriculum

Sample timetable – year two 



• Clinical skills teaching sessions occur weekly on 
Thursday mornings over 4 hours

• 8am – 12 noon

• Academy based, groups of 6 students

• Each Clinical skills group will have its own 
timetable.  Please check Medsis for the latest 
updates

Clinical Skills 2
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Clinical Skills 2

Sessions occur in 
blocks:  

• MSK

• Neurology

• Psychiatry

• Pediatrics

• Geriatrics

Subspecialty sessions 
also will be taught: 

• Otolaryngology

• Ophthalmology

• Urology

• Breast

• Pelvic exam
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• CS questions on ME’s

• 3 oral presentations

• 2 case reports

• Mid-year observed history and physical

• Final OSCE

• Clinical skills log book
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CS2 - ASSESSMENTS
New



Clinical Skills Log Book

• A list of physical examination maneuvers that 
students are expected to be proficient by the end of 
year 2

• Tutors to sign off on items that they observed

• Students will be bringing paper copies during the 
session

• Due date at last Core session of year (May 11, 2023)
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Assessment

Final OSCE  
• Passing score of the OSCE is determined by the Borderline 

regression method. This is different from previous years where a 
passing mark was 60%.

Borderline Regression Method

• This is an objective way of standard setting based on the 
observation made by the examiner

• Picks up more students who may have weaknesses in clinical skills

• Both CS1, CS2 and clerkship now use this method
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Accessing and using your 

Clinical Skills 

teaching materials
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https://meded.utoronto.ca/
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Elentra

https://meded.utoronto.ca/


You will need your utorID to access your 
teaching materials and you will need to be 
added to the Foundations Tutor Community 

Contact your local Education 
Coordinator at your Academy for 
assistance 
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Elentra

Tutor 
materials 
can be 
found 
here
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Elentra
CS1: To retrieve 
your teaching 
material note the 
date and week #
that  you are 
teaching
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Elentra
CS2: To retrieve 
your teaching`
material note the 
Session that  you 
are teaching
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Session Guide (Syllabus)

• Student Guide and Tutor Guide

• Learning outcomes

• Agenda

• Content for the session

• Links to reading material, videos

• Tutor guide also contains information for 
tutors
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What is your role as a clinical 

skills tutor?
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Keep the group on track to ensure 

that the learning outcomes are met

guide

Use the 
suggested 
“Agenda” as 
your teaching 
plan
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Guide student to develop core skills

Core Skills
Communication Skills

History Taking Skills

Physical Examination Skills

Approach
Teach

Demonstrate

Observe

Give feedback
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Facilitate clinical skills learning 

using both standardized patients 

and real patients

• Tutor guide will inform you when SP or real 
patients will be used

• You will need to recruit real patients.  Check 
with your individual hospital site regarding the 
procedure
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Observe student performance 

and Provide Feedback

Observe

• History taking

• Student’s physical exam techniques

• Communication with patients
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Observe student performance 

and Provide Feedback

Provide Feedback
• Students’ communication skills

• Process of interview

• Content

• Organization

• Questioning techniques

• Physical exam techniques

• Oral presentations
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What to expect of students

• Prepared

• Engaged

• Professional

– Arrives on time

– Does not leave early

– Notifies of absences ahead of time, when possible
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What are some of the common 

challenges experienced by medical 

students in learning Clinical Skills?

37



Learner Challenges

• Learning how to do skill but must have fund of 
knowledge to mobilize

– Content + skill → performance

– Must have knowledge and comfort

• Being overwhelmed

– Lots of content → CBL, Clinical Skills
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Learner Challenges

• Students can become formulaic – not person-
centred

• Students may not be comfortable with 
content

– Sensitive topics, practicing on real patients, 
variable experiences with sick people 
(triggered/panicky or no experience)

• Students may not be confident
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How will you be evaluated?



Thank you!


